
 
 

1B Friday News     9-20-19 
Upcoming Dates To Know 
September 20--No School/Institute Day 
September 26--Run-a-thon  
October 15, 16, 17--Parent/Teacher Conferences ****Please sign up if you have not yet done so!               
https://ptcfast.com/schools/Emerson_Elementary_School 
November 8--No School/Teacher Work Day 
November 25-29 Thanksgiving Break 
 
* Reading and Social Studies 
Our first social studies unit is on rules, laws, rights, and responsibilities. We already touched on this subject                  
with our first week activities connected with the book DAVID GOES TO SCHOOL, so we continued with                 
the topic from there.  

Our Scholastic News subscription is also about being a good school citizen, so small groups last                
week and this week focused on that reading. The reading skill was thinking about the main idea of the                   
story and will continue for several weeks. If we think about Aesop’s Fables and the “moral of the story”,                   
that is the general idea. While a book may have dogs and cats in it, the main idea may really be about                      
sharing and taking turns.  This is a part of our comprehension development, crucial to reading success.  
* Writing 
Our final center opened this week with work on our spelling words and patterns. That makes 5 stations,                  
all involving writing! Sometimes a child will bring home a finished book that needs returned the next school                  
day, or as soon as it’s been shared at home.  The personal letters are to keep. 
*Read-A-Thon 
Most children turned in a read-a-thon that was authentic and completed entirely by the student. In writing,                 
we’re working on starting a sentence with a capital and ending with a period/question mark. As your child                  
writes and forgets one of those, just ask “How do sentences start?” and see if s/he can recognize it is                    
missing rather than pointing and saying “Make that a capital.”  

Keep in mind that spelling should be developmental. Children can look back in a book for a                 
needed word, but do not have children copy sentences from a book or copy a sentence you write with                   
perfect spelling and they just copy.  I want THEIR OWN THINKING AND WORDS!  
*Spelling 
Word Wall Words:  one, are, like, see, at, me, no, he 
Word Family:  short /e/ as in “hen” or “pet” 
*I goofed and got ahead of myself last week. THIS week we focused on /i/ as in “sit” or “lid”. The                     
children worked on this sound all week, so we were prepared for our test today. Unfortunately, I did not                   
have time to grade this week’s tests and get them back to you.  
* Math 
Mrs. Farrell is our Math Coach who comes in to co-teach small math groups on Tuesday and Thursday                  
afternoons. Some children will also work with her in small groups in her room on specific skills such as                   

https://ptcfast.com/schools/Emerson_Elementary_School


counting forwards and backwards, by 5’s and 10’s, or on math strategies or vocabulary. If your child is                  
chosen to participate, this will be for about 15 minutes per day in addition to our classroom math. Again,                   
we’re trying to support our kiddos and give them the firm foundation in math they will need for their                   
future. 
*Star of the Day 
We are nearing the end of the first round of Star of the Day, so a new round will begin shortly. Look                      
for details coming home next week.  
*Zaner-Bloser Handwriting 
Remember: TOP DOWN! So many students are writing numbers and letters from the bottom up, and these                                 
habits are hard to break.  It’s a work in progress! 
*Thoughts From Mrs. Blair 
We earned our third “all green” day and our first tally party! Now we need 4 days for the next one.                     
:) 
Not only do I teach the academics like math, reading, social studies, writing, science and more, but I hope I                    
am playing a part in helping your child be the best person s/he can be. Like you, I want my students to                      
succeed in life! We are learning about perserverance, honesty, hard work, making mistakes and learning               
from them, and being kind in what we do, say, and think. We are learning that our choices could have                    
rewards or consequences. Our job as the adults in these children’s lives is to help celebrate their joys                  
but also be there when things do not go well or easy. We do not need to eliminate disappointment or                    
mistakes, but we CAN help our children get through them and come out on the other side with joy. 
*Quote To Think About 
I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the                                           

game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.                                           

--Michael Jordan 
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